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Humanities Division Meeting, 11/01/18 
Community Hour 11:40-12:40 in HFA #6 
 
Stacey Aronson called the meeting to order at 11:43 a.m.  
 
Course Approvals 
 
Aronson began with three courses with provisional approval.  
 
CMR 2323 (Latvian Media) Baltic Perspectives: Barbara Burke noted that the courses wouldn’t 
be offered for 2019 9r 2020, but CMR wanted it available for 2021. There was motion to 
approve, it was seconded, and it was approved. 
 
German 3043: Thinking Economy and Desire: Henrik Wilberg noted that it was an 
interdisciplinary course focusing on critical theory, the Frankfurt school; it was cross-listed with 
humanities and Philosophy. Mark Collier and Dan Demetrious were unsure if they wanted the 
course cross listed with Philosophy, so Mary Elizabeth Bezanson suggested that the course not 
be cross-listed with Philosophy. There was motion to approve, it was seconded, and it was 
approved. 
 
Language 1101: Norwegian Language & Culture. There was motion to approve, it was seconded, 
and it was approved. 
 
English WLA 
 
English has turned in an ECAS for a new course (Engl 2109 The Essay: Reading & Writing the 
Essay) as well as a new procedure for stepping WLA.  
 
Becca Gercken explained that the original plan was to have a more advanced course for students 
with some college level writing coursework. English also plan to change the writing requirement. 
Students who meet certain requirements can take 2109 in place of 1601.  
 
Mary Elizabeth Bezanson suggested we list the “other ways” that students could pass out of the 
writing requirement. Gercken noted that those are included in the Minnesota Transfer 
Curriculum agreement. Bezanson then asked about PSEO and CIS and wanted to know how 
many petitions have been made and how many have been granted. Pieranna Garavaso asked if 
English had the staff to do this class. It was noted that this new class does not address any 
potential staffing issues at this time. Aronson concurred but noted that we don’t really know 
about staffing issues at this time and that all of our curriculum decisions should not always be 
based on staffing issues.  
 
Athena Kildegaard commented that this proposed class is building on foundation from WLA and 
that what students come in with does not necessarily prepare them. This will help them go out 
into the real world. The proposed course may not help them for their capstones (like a Bio 
capstone), but that is what the capstones are for.  
Mary Elizabeth Bezanson thought the title of the course was too abstract, did not really address 
Kildegaard’s explanation, and was divorced from motivation and purpose.  
 
Siobhan Bremer asked when this course would be offered. It would be offered both fall and 
spring semesters. 
 
Brian Twenter noted that English had spent a great deal of time and effort in crafting the 
proposal, having met every single week.  
Bezanson stated that this new class makes our campus more desirable because it meets students 
“where they are.  
 
Bezanson wondered whether the IC requirement was going to be revisited, along with the 
General Education requirements. Gercken said that it would be. 
Wes Flinn moved for approval of Engl 2109 as amended (remove link; “sexy” title if there is 
time; and clarify by what “other ways” students may fulfill the requirement). Sarah Buchanan 
second the amendment. It was approved. 
   
Announcements 
 
Kildegaard reminded colleagues about the marathon poetry reading (Wednesday, November 7), 
Bremer reminded them about the play “Dead Man’s Cell Phone” (Thursday-Saturday, November 
1-3),  and Buchanan reminded them about the World Languages Cabaret (also Wednesday, 
November 7). 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by David Ericksen (& Adam Coon) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
